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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MARSHALL).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 18, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ROGER W.
MARSHALL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

—————

END HUNGER NOW—DC CENTRAL
KITCHEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this
week I joined my colleague Represent-
ative G.T. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
on a visit to DC Central Kitchen.

G.T. serves as the chairman of the
House Agriculture Committee’s Nutri-
tion Subcommittee, and I serve as the
ranking Democratic member. Our com-
mittee oversees Federal nutrition and
antihunger programs, including SNAP,

our Nation’s first line of defense
against hunger in communities all
across this country. I have been fortu-
nate enough to work with the incred-
ible staff, students, and volunteers of
DC Central Kitchen, so I am so pleased
G.T. was able to join us this week to
experience firsthand the impact that
this organization has on the D.C. com-
munity. I very much appreciate his
commitment to nutrition and his sup-
port for antihunger initiatives.

During our visit this week, we heard
from the Kitchen’s CEO, Michael
Curtin. I continue to be inspired by
Mike’s commitment to and passion for
alleviating hunger and offering some of
the most vulnerable adults in this com-
munity the opportunity for a second
chance.

What makes DC Central Kitchen so
special is its mission. Not only does the
organization work to address the im-
mediate nutritional needs of local resi-
dents, but it works to train and em-
power adults with high barriers to em-
ployment to a successful job-training
program.

This preeminent job-training pro-
gram prepares vulnerable adults, those
with difficult histories of incarcer-
ation, addiction, homelessness, trau-
ma, and chronic unemployment, for ca-
reers in the culinary industry.

Importantly, students of the program
also receive career-readiness training
and self-empowerment counseling. As
Mike pointed out during our visit,
these important components of the
program are a big part of why students
are able to find and keep jobs after
graduating.

The program works. After grad-
uating, almost 90 percent of the pro-
gram’s participants find jobs in res-

taurants, hotels, cafeterias, schools,
and other parts of the culinary indus-
try.

So not only does the program offer
participants the training they need to
enter the workforce, it also helps local

businessowners staff their companies
with motivated, trained individuals. It
is a successful model that should be
replicated.

A core aspect of DC Central Kitchen’s
mission is feeding hungry children,
seniors, and other wvulnerable adults.
Each day the Kitchen uses 3,000 pounds
of donated and recovered foods to make
5,000 healthy meals. In the past year
alone, the Kitchen has delivered 1.8
million meals to 80 partner agencies.

A majority of the meals are delivered
to at-risk children in afterschool pro-
grams, emergency shelters, adult edu-
cation and services providers, child and
youth services providers, and homeless
shelters, but also to transitional hous-
ing, rehabilitation, drug treatment,
and domestic violence shelters. They
also receive food from the Kitchen as
well.

I am particularly impressed by the
reach of DC Central Kitchen’s school
food program, which provides healthy
meals to kids in 15 local schools. Last
year alone, the Kitchen prepared a mil-
lion meals and snacks, and at least 50
percent of every plate was made of lo-
cally sourced produce. The program is
supporting local farmers as well.

DC Central Kitchen is also working
to expand its reach across the country
by engaging high schools and college
students with its successful campus
kitchens project. On 53 high school and
college campuses, students work to
fight hunger and food waste by turning
surplus food into healthy meals for
those in need.

On top of all of this, DC Central
Kitchen also has a successful catering
arm that uses locally sourced produce
to create healthy and delicious meals
for special events. The catering cou-
pled with private donations help to
fund the Kitchen’s programs and invest
in these incredible students.

So during our visit earlier this week,
we saw firsthand the positive impact
the DC Central Kitchen is having on
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our community. We were able to meet
some of the Kitchen’s students, volun-
teers, and graduates who are now
working at the Kitchen. They are in-
spirational.

But during our visit, we were also re-
minded that charities like DC Central
Kitchen can’t do it alone. They are
only one piece of the puzzle when it
comes to alleviating hunger and help-
ing our most vulnerable neighbors get
back to work.

In Congress, we need to support our
Federal antihunger safety net and com-
mit to long-term investments in areas
like job training, housing, addiction re-
covery, and education, just to name a
few.

At a time when progress in Wash-
ington is stalled, it was refreshing to
join my colleague G.T., his staff, and a
bipartisan group from the House Agri-
culture Committee in accomplishing
something.

We all need to do more to help those
who are having trouble putting food on
the table, so it was great to chop pep-
pers and carrots and radishes to help
make nutritious salads for those in
need. It was a great reminder that,
working together, we can end hunger
now.

———

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
POLICE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. BoST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, every day
law enforcement officers around this
country protect our families from
harm and keep peace and promote the
cause of justice. As a former first re-
sponder myself, I am proud to support
these heroes, especially those who have
paid the ultimate price to keep our
families safe.

National Police Week is a good re-
minder that we need to show support
and appreciation to those who serve
and protect us. We set aside this week
each year to honor the call to service
and profound commitment to duty em-
bodied in our law enforcement offi-
cers—both in southern Illinois and
across this Nation.

I join with the grateful communities
around the Nation to thank our offi-
cers and honor those who have paid the
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
We pray for them and we pray for their
families as they watch over us.

——
“I AM JAZZ”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I come to
the House floor for the second year in
a row to read the book “I Am Jazz,” a
children’s book about transgender
youth cowritten by Jazz Jennings, pic-
tured here, and Jessica Herthel.

After an LGBT hate group forced a
school to cancel a reading of this book
2 years ago, a movement was launched.
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Every year since, readings have been
held across the country to increase un-
derstanding and to show young people
that they are welcomed and loved.

Last year I read this book from the
House floor, and today I am proud to
join this movement to read it again.

“I Am Jazz.”

For as long as I can remember, my favorite
color has been pink. My second favorite color
is silver, and my third favorite color is
green.

Here are some of the many other things I
like to do: dancing, singing, backflips, draw-
ing, soccer, swimming, makeup, and pre-
tending I am a pop star.

Most of all, T love mermaids. Sometimes I
even wear a mermaid tail in the pool.

My best friends are Samantha and Casey.
We always have fun together. We like high
heels and princess gowns or cartwheels and
trampolines.

But I am not exactly like Samantha and
Casey. I have a girl brain but a boy body.
This is called transgender. I was born this
way.

When I was very little and my mom would
say, ‘“You are such a good boy,” I would say,
‘“No, Mama. Good girl.”

At first my family was confused. They had
always thought of me as a boy. As I got a lit-
tle older, I hardly ever played with trucks or
tools or superheroes, only princesses and
mermaid costumes. My brothers told me this
was girl stuff. I kept right on playing.

My sister says I am always talking to her
about my girl thoughts and my girl dreams
and how one day I would be a beautiful lady.
She would giggle and say, ‘“You are a funny
kid.”

Sometimes my parents let me wear my sis-
ter’s dresses around the house, but whenever
we went out, I had to put on my boy clothes
again. That made me mad. Still, I never gave
up trying to convince them. Pretending I
was a boy felt like telling a lie.

Then one amazing day, everything
changed. Mom and Dad took me to meet a
new doctor who asked me lots and lots of
questions. Afterward, the doctor spoke to my
parents, and I heard the word ‘‘transgender’’
for the very first time. That night at bed-
time, my parents both hugged me and said,
“We understand now. Be who you are. We
love you no matter what.”

This made me smile and smile and smile.
Mom and Dad told me I could start wearing
girl clothes to school and growing my hair
long. Then they even let me change my name
to Jazz. Being Jazz felt much more like
being me. Mom said that being Jazz would
make me different from the other kids at
school, but that being different is okay.
“What is important,” she said, ‘‘is that I am
happy with who I am.”

Being Jazz caused some of the people to be
confused, too, like the teachers at school. At
the beginning of the year, they wanted me to
use the boys bathroom and play on the boys
team in gym class, but that didn’t feel nor-
mal to me at all. I was so happy when the
teachers changed their minds. I can’t imag-
ine not playing on the same team as Casey
and Samantha.

Even today, there are kids who tease me or
call me by a boy name or ignore me alto-
gether. This makes me feel crummy. Then I
remember that the kids who get to know me
usually want to be my friend. They say I am
one of the nicest girls at school.

I don’t mind being different. Different is
special. I think what matters most is what a
person is like inside, and inside I am happy.
I am having fun. I am proud. I am Jazz.
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A TRULY OUTSTANDING AGENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Stearns County Cor-
rections Agent Jeremy Gallagher. Mr.
Gallagher recently received the Out-
standing Agent Award from the Min-
nesota Association of Community Cor-
rections Act Counties. Jeremy received
this award because of his work with
victims of domestic violence.

Jeremy has served as a corrections
agent in Stearns County for 11 years, 4
of which have been spent as an agent in
the county’s Domestic Violence Court.

Being a corrections agent in domes-
tic violence cases can be over-
whelming, but not for Jeremy. He has
embraced his role to aid and protect
Minnesota families. Through his as-
signment, he has even discovered a pas-
sion for helping children overcome the
trauma that domestic violence can
bring.

Jeremy Gallagher has gone above and
beyond his role as a corrections agent.
He is so deserving of this award, and he
is the first Stearns County agent to re-
ceive it.

I applaud Jeremy for his dedication
to Minnesota families, and especially
for his dedication to our children.

A VICTORIOUS WEEKEND

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate an outstanding col-
lege student in my district.

Megan Hedstrom is currently in her
senior year at St. Cloud State Univer-
sity. Megan has excelled in college as a
student and as an athlete. She has a
bright future.

Recently, Megan won a Crystal Pillar
Award from the Upper Midwest Emmy
Chapter of the National Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences. She re-
ceived the award for a piece called
“True Grit” that Megan wrote, edited,
and produced for the university’s tele-
vision station.

As if her Crystal Pillar Award was
not enough, Megan also pitched a per-
fect game this spring, leading the St.
Cloud Husky softball team to victory
over the University of Mary.

Megan excels in the classroom as
well. Just this week she was named to
the Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Spring All-Academic team, which re-
quires a minimum 3.2 GPA or higher.

Megan’s academic success, her suc-
cess on the softball field, and her cho-
sen career path, deserve recognition
and celebration.

Congratulations, Megan. We are
proud to have students like you at St.
Cloud State University.

A NORMANDY SCHOLAR

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate Evan DuFresne and
his teacher, Christopher Stewart, of
the North Lakes Academy Charter
School. Evan has recently been named
a Normandy Scholar, and with this,
Evan and Mr. Stewart have been cho-
sen to attend the Normandy: Sacrifice
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